






































 
 

 
 

COMMUNITY PLANNING  BUILDING INSPECTION  PLAN REVIEW  ADMINISTRATION  PERMIT SERVICES  CODE ENFORCEMENT  

KITTITAS COUNTY COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT SERVICES 
411 N. Ruby St., Suite 2, Ellensburg, WA  98926 

CDS@CO.KITTITAS.WA.US 
Office (509) 962-7506 

 
                                                                                                                                                                         

“Building Partnerships – Building Communities” 

                                                                                                                                                                         

 
June 23, 2022 
 
Jeremy & Christy Downs 
2907 Harborview Dr. 
Gig Harbor, WA 98335 
 
Paul E. Graves 
Cascade Resource Management 
900 SE SR 3 
Shelton, WA 98584 
 
 
RE: Downs SEPA Application (SE-22-00057) – Request for Additional Information  
 

 
Dear Applicant, 
 
CDS received your SEPA application on June 8, 2022.  After initial review of your application, it was determined that 
there is not adequate information to process your application.  Please provide the following information at your 
convenience so that we may continue processing your application: 
 

• Page 2, question 4 does not provide the date the checklist was prepared;  
• Page 2, question 6 gives the date of “6/5/2022”, which has passed.  Please provide an updated project 

timing/schedule; 
• Page 2, question 12 does not provide a parcel number or address.  Please provide the County Tax parcel ID 

number at minimum. 
 
Typically, CDS staff would reach out via phone or email to obtain this information, however, there was no contact 
information besides mailing addresses within the application materials.  Please feel free to email me the requested 
information if you prefer that over postal mail.   
 
If you have any questions regarding this matter, I can be reached by phone at 509-962-7637 or by e-mail at 
rachael.stevie.cd@co.kittitas.wa.us. 
  
Sincerely, 
 
 
Rachael Stevie 
Planner I 
Kittitas County Community Development Services 
411 N Ruby St # 2, Ellensburg, WA 98926 
 

cc:  Jeremy Johnston, Planning Official    via email 

mailto:rachael.stevie.cd@co.kittitas.wa.us


From: Paul Graves
To: Rachael Stevie (CD)
Cc: Paul Graves
Subject: Request for Additional Information
Date: Tuesday, June 28, 2022 9:05:43 AM
Attachments: Scan.downs SEPA info.Kittitas 6.28.2022.pdf

CAUTION: This email originated from outside the Kittitas County network. Do not click
links, open attachments, fulfill requests, or follow guidance unless you recognize the sender
and have verified the content is safe.

 

Rachael,
 
I have attached the information your requested in your letter dated June 23, 2022, Downs SEPA
Application (SE-22-00057).  Please let me know if you  need any additional documentation or
information.  My contact information is below and Jeremy Downs was copied via e-mail and his
phone has been added to the SEPA application.  Please let me know you received this e-mail and
attached documents.
 
Thank you.
 
Cascade Resource Management, LLC
900 SE State Route 3
Shelton, WA. 98584
360-507-8628
 
Sent from Mail for Windows 10
 

mailto:cascadeservices@comcast.net
mailto:rachael.stevie.cd@co.kittitas.wa.us
mailto:cascadeservices@comcast.net
https://go.microsoft.com/fwlink/?LinkId=550986
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From: Rachael Stevie (CD)
To: "Megan Breckenridge"; "legals@kvnews.com"; "Terry Hamberg"; "Jana Stoner"
Subject: SE-22-00057 Downs - (Publishing) Notice of Application
Date: Tuesday, June 28, 2022 10:42:00 AM
Attachments: image001.png

SE-22-00057 Downs NOA Legal.doc
SE-22-00057 Downs NOA Legal.pdf

Good morning!
 
Please see attached memo and publish as requested.
 
Thank you!
 

  Planner I 
  Kittitas County 
  Community Development Services
  411 N. Ruby Street; Suite 2
  Ellensburg, WA 98926
  509-962-7637
  rachael.stevie.cd@co.kittitas.wa.us
 

mailto:rachael.stevie.cd@co.kittitas.wa.us
mailto:mbreckenridge@kvnews.com
mailto:legals@kvnews.com
mailto:terry@nkctribune.com
mailto:jana@nkctribune.com
mailto:rachael.stevie.cd@co.kittitas.wa.us





NOTICE OF APPLICATION

Project Name (File Number): Downs (SE-22-00057)

Applicant: Jeremy & Christy Downs 

Authorized Agent: Paul Graves

Location:  Tax parcel #s 296436 and 835534 located on Mohar Road, beginning approximately 0.2 miles southwest of the intersection of Mohar Road and Upper Peoh Point Road, in Section 3, Township 19, Range 15, bearing Assessor’s Map #s 19-15-03020-0002 and 19-15-03010-0001 in Kittitas County.

Proposal: The applicants, Jeremy & Christy Downs, are proposing to conduct commercial thinning of existing timber which requires a Forest Practices Act permit from the Department of Natural Resources.  The applicants are estimating approximately 40% removal of primarily Douglas-fir species timber. The subject parcels are in Agriculture 5 zoning with a Rural Residential land use designation. 


Materials Available for Review: The complete SEPA Checklist and application file may be viewed at Kittitas County Community Development Services, 411 N. Ruby St. Suite 2, Ellensburg, WA  98926. The file can also be viewed online at https://www.co.kittitas.wa.us/cds/land-use/default.aspx navigating to “Miscellaneous SEPA,” then to the application number “SE-22-00057 Downs”.

Written Comments from the public may be submitted to the Kittitas County Community Development Services no later than Friday July 15, 2022 at 5:00 p.m., after which a SEPA threshold determination will be issued pursuant to 43.21C RCW (State Environmental Policy Act).  A Mitigated Determination of Non-Significance is expected to be issued using the Optional DNS Process under WAC 197-11-355.  This may be the only opportunity to comment on the environmental impacts of this proposal.  A copy of this subsequent threshold determination will be available to the public upon request. 


Designated Permit Coordinator (staff contact) Rachael Stevie (509) 962-7637; email at rachael.stevie.cd@co.kittitas.wa.us.

Notice of Application:

Thursday, June 30, 2022

Application Received:

Wednesday, June 8, 2022

Publication Date:

Thursday, June 30, 2022

Publish: Northern Kittitas County Tribune:
Thursday, June 30, 2022

Publish: Daily Record



Thursday, June 30, 2022




NOTICE OF APPLICATION 
 
Project Name (File Number): Downs (SE-22-00057) 
 
Applicant: Jeremy & Christy Downs  
 
Authorized Agent: Paul Graves 
 
Location:  Tax parcel #s 296436 and 835534 located on Mohar Road, beginning approximately 
0.2 miles southwest of the intersection of Mohar Road and Upper Peoh Point Road, in Section 3, 
Township 19, Range 15, bearing Assessor’s Map #s 19-15-03020-0002 and 19-15-03010-0001 in 
Kittitas County. 
 
Proposal: The applicants, Jeremy & Christy Downs, are proposing to conduct commercial 
thinning of existing timber which requires a Forest Practices Act permit from the Department of 
Natural Resources.  The applicants are estimating approximately 40% removal of primarily 
Douglas-fir species timber. The subject parcels are in Agriculture 5 zoning with a Rural 
Residential land use designation.  
 
Materials Available for Review: The complete SEPA Checklist and application file may be 
viewed at Kittitas County Community Development Services, 411 N. Ruby St. Suite 2, 
Ellensburg, WA  98926. The file can also be viewed online at 
https://www.co.kittitas.wa.us/cds/land-use/default.aspx navigating to “Miscellaneous SEPA,” 
then to the application number “SE-22-00057 Downs”. 
 
Written Comments from the public may be submitted to the Kittitas County Community 
Development Services no later than Friday July 15, 2022 at 5:00 p.m., after which a SEPA 
threshold determination will be issued pursuant to 43.21C RCW (State Environmental Policy 
Act).  A Mitigated Determination of Non-Significance is expected to be issued using the Optional 
DNS Process under WAC 197-11-355.  This may be the only opportunity to comment on the 
environmental impacts of this proposal.  A copy of this subsequent threshold determination will 
be available to the public upon request.  
 
Designated Permit Coordinator (staff contact) Rachael Stevie (509) 962-7637; email at 
rachael.stevie.cd@co.kittitas.wa.us. 
 
Notice of Application:  Thursday, June 30, 2022 
Application Received:  Wednesday, June 8, 2022 
Publication Date:  Thursday, June 30, 2022 
 
Publish: Northern Kittitas County Tribune: Thursday, June 30, 2022 
Publish: Daily Record    Thursday, June 30, 2022 
 



https://www.co.kittitas.wa.us/cds/land-use/default.aspx





NOTICE OF APPLICATION 
 
Project Name (File Number): Downs (SE-22-00057) 
 
Applicant: Jeremy & Christy Downs  
 
Authorized Agent: Paul Graves 
 
Location:  Tax parcel #s 296436 and 835534 located on Mohar Road, beginning approximately 
0.2 miles southwest of the intersection of Mohar Road and Upper Peoh Point Road, in Section 3, 
Township 19, Range 15, bearing Assessor’s Map #s 19-15-03020-0002 and 19-15-03010-0001 in 
Kittitas County. 
 
Proposal: The applicants, Jeremy & Christy Downs, are proposing to conduct commercial 
thinning of existing timber which requires a Forest Practices Act permit from the Department of 
Natural Resources.  The applicants are estimating approximately 40% removal of primarily 
Douglas-fir species timber. The subject parcels are in Agriculture 5 zoning with a Rural 
Residential land use designation.  
 
Materials Available for Review: The complete SEPA Checklist and application file may be 
viewed at Kittitas County Community Development Services, 411 N. Ruby St. Suite 2, 
Ellensburg, WA  98926. The file can also be viewed online at 
https://www.co.kittitas.wa.us/cds/land-use/default.aspx navigating to “Miscellaneous SEPA,” 
then to the application number “SE-22-00057 Downs”. 
 
Written Comments from the public may be submitted to the Kittitas County Community 
Development Services no later than Friday July 15, 2022 at 5:00 p.m., after which a SEPA 
threshold determination will be issued pursuant to 43.21C RCW (State Environmental Policy 
Act).  A Mitigated Determination of Non-Significance is expected to be issued using the Optional 
DNS Process under WAC 197-11-355.  This may be the only opportunity to comment on the 
environmental impacts of this proposal.  A copy of this subsequent threshold determination will 
be available to the public upon request.  
 
Designated Permit Coordinator (staff contact) Rachael Stevie (509) 962-7637; email at 
rachael.stevie.cd@co.kittitas.wa.us. 
 
Notice of Application:  Thursday, June 30, 2022 
Application Received:  Wednesday, June 8, 2022 
Publication Date:  Thursday, June 30, 2022 
 
Publish: Northern Kittitas County Tribune: Thursday, June 30, 2022 
Publish: Daily Record    Thursday, June 30, 2022 
 

https://www.co.kittitas.wa.us/cds/land-use/default.aspx


From: Rachael Stevie (CD)
To: Kim Dawson; "long@kittcom.org"; Julie Kjorsvik; Toni Berkshire; Jesse Cox; Holly Erdman; Lisa Lawrence; Patti

Stacey; Candie Leader; "Yakama Nation - Enviromental Review"; "Corrine Camuso"; "Jessica Lally"; "Noah
Oliver"; "casey_barney@yakama.com"; "kozj@yakamafish-nsn.gov"; "Jim Matthews"; "barh@yakamafish-
nsn.gov"; "DOE - gcle"; "White, Lori (ECY)"; "formerorchards@ecy.wa.gov"; "wendy.neet@ecy.wa.gov";
"Downes, Scott G (DFW)"; "WDFW - Jennifer Nelson"; "Torrey, Elizabeth M (DFW)"; "sepa@dahp.wa.gov";
"James E Brooks Library - Jorgenja"; "James E Brooks Library - Nelmsk"; Jeremy Larson; Steph Mifflin; "Mau,
Russell E (DOH)"; "rivers@dnr.wa.gov"; "Early, Shane (DNR)"; "sepacenter@dnr.wa.gov";
"garren.andrews@dnr.wa.gov"; "martin.mauney@dnr.wa.gov"; "Allison Kimball
(brooksideconsulting@gmail.com)"; " (tribune@nkctribune.com)"; "Terry Hamberg"; "Megan Woodruff";
"legals@kvnews.com"; "deborah.j.knaub@usace.army.mil"; "Hendrix, Leah D"; "mark.a.gradwohl.civ@mail.mil";
"Kimberly.peacher@navy.mil"; "robert.d.bright10.civ@army.mil"; Haley Mercer; Christy Garcia;
"sara@krdistrict.org"; "robertsb@cersd.org"; "planning@cleelum.gov"; "townofsouthcleelum@gmail.com";
"office@kcfd7.com"; "Guy Moura (HSY)"; "Aren Orsen (HSY)"; "sam.rushing@colvilletribes.com"; "Matt Boast";
"kdkistler@bpa.gov"; "klarned@fs.fed.us"; "Jacob Prilucik"; "ken.graham@parks.wa.gov"

Cc: "Paul Graves"; "jeremy@soundviewconsultants.com"; Jeremy Johnston; Kelly Bacon (CD); Jeremiah Cromie
Subject: SE-22-00057 Downs - Notice of Application
Date: Thursday, June 30, 2022 8:08:00 AM
Attachments: image001.png

SE-22-00057 Downs NOA Memo.pdf
SE-22-00057 Downs SEPA Checklist (updated info).pdf

Good morning all, 
 
CDS is requesting comments on the following SEPA application: SE-22-00057 –Downs.  Links to
the file materials can be found below.  Kittitas County anticipates issuing an MDNS  for this project
application and is using the optional SEPA process.   This may be the only opportunity to comment
on the ecological impacts of this project.  The comment period will end Friday, July 15, 2022.  CDS
will assume your agency does not wish to provide comment if not received by this date.  Please
contact me directly with any questions or issues accessing the materials.
 
Internal Access: SE-22-00057 Downs
 
External Access: SE-22-00057 Downs
 
Thank you and have a great day!
 

  Planner I 
  Kittitas County 
  Community Development Services
  411 N. Ruby Street; Suite 2
  Ellensburg, WA 98926
  509-962-7637
  rachael.stevie.cd@co.kittitas.wa.us
 

mailto:rachael.stevie.cd@co.kittitas.wa.us
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COMMUNITY PLANNING  BUILDING INSPECTION  PLAN REVIEW  ADMINISTRATION  PERMIT SERVICES  CODE ENFORCEMENT  
1 


KITTITAS COUNTY COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT SERVICES 
411 N. Ruby St., Suite 2, Ellensburg, WA  98926 


CDS@CO.KITTITAS.WA.US 
Office (509) 962-7506 


 
                                                                                                                                                                         


“Building Partnerships – Building Communities” 


 
NOTICE OF APPLICATION 


 
Notice of Application:  Thursday, June 30, 2022 
Application Received:  Wednesday, June 8, 2022 
 
Project Name (File Number):  Downs (SE-22-00057) 
 
Applicant: Jeremy & Christy Downs 
 
Authorized Agent:  Paul Graves 
 
Location: Tax parcel #s 296436 and 835534 located on Mohar Road, beginning approximately 0.2 miles 
southwest of the intersection of Mohar Road and Upper Peoh Point Road, in Section 3, Township 19, Range 
15, bearing Assessor’s Map #s 19-15-03020-0002 and 19-15-03010-0001 in Kittitas County.   
 
Proposal: The applicants, Jeremy & Christy Downs, are proposing to conduct commercial thinning of 
existing timber which requires a Forest Practices Act permit from the Department of Natural Resources.  The 
applicants are estimating approximately 40% removal of primarily Douglas-fir species timber. The subject 
parcels are in Agriculture 5 zoning with a Rural Residential land use designation. 
 
Materials Available for Review: The complete SEPA Checklist and application file may be viewed at 
Kittitas County Community Development Services, 411 N. Ruby St. Suite 2, Ellensburg, WA  98926. The 
file can also be viewed online at https://www.co.kittitas.wa.us/cds/land-use/default.aspx navigating to 
“Miscellaneous SEPA,” then to the application number “SE-22-00057 Downs”. 
 
Written Comments from the public may be submitted to the Kittitas County Community Development 
Services no later than Friday July 15, 2022 at 5:00 p.m., after which a SEPA threshold determination will 
be issued pursuant to 43.21C RCW (State Environmental Policy Act).  A Mitigated Determination of Non-
Significance is expected to be issued using the Optional DNS Process under WAC 197-11-355.  This may be 
the only opportunity to comment on the environmental impacts of this proposal.  A copy of this subsequent 
threshold determination will be available to the public upon request.   
 
Required Permits: SEPA 
 
Designated Permit Coordinator (staff contact): Rachael Stevie (509) 962-7637; email at 
rachael.stevie.cd@co.kittitas.wa.us. 
 



https://www.co.kittitas.wa.us/cds/land-use/default.aspx


























































 
 

COMMUNITY PLANNING  BUILDING INSPECTION  PLAN REVIEW  ADMINISTRATION  PERMIT SERVICES  CODE ENFORCEMENT  
1 

KITTITAS COUNTY COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT SERVICES 
411 N. Ruby St., Suite 2, Ellensburg, WA  98926 

CDS@CO.KITTITAS.WA.US 
Office (509) 962-7506 

 
                                                                                                                                                                         

“Building Partnerships – Building Communities” 

 
NOTICE OF APPLICATION 

 
Notice of Application:  Thursday, June 30, 2022 
Application Received:  Wednesday, June 8, 2022 
 
Project Name (File Number):  Downs (SE-22-00057) 
 
Applicant: Jeremy & Christy Downs 
 
Authorized Agent:  Paul Graves 
 
Location: Tax parcel #s 296436 and 835534 located on Mohar Road, beginning approximately 0.2 miles 
southwest of the intersection of Mohar Road and Upper Peoh Point Road, in Section 3, Township 19, Range 
15, bearing Assessor’s Map #s 19-15-03020-0002 and 19-15-03010-0001 in Kittitas County.   
 
Proposal: The applicants, Jeremy & Christy Downs, are proposing to conduct commercial thinning of 
existing timber which requires a Forest Practices Act permit from the Department of Natural Resources.  The 
applicants are estimating approximately 40% removal of primarily Douglas-fir species timber. The subject 
parcels are in Agriculture 5 zoning with a Rural Residential land use designation. 
 
Materials Available for Review: The complete SEPA Checklist and application file may be viewed at 
Kittitas County Community Development Services, 411 N. Ruby St. Suite 2, Ellensburg, WA  98926. The 
file can also be viewed online at https://www.co.kittitas.wa.us/cds/land-use/default.aspx navigating to 
“Miscellaneous SEPA,” then to the application number “SE-22-00057 Downs”. 
 
Written Comments from the public may be submitted to the Kittitas County Community Development 
Services no later than Friday July 15, 2022 at 5:00 p.m., after which a SEPA threshold determination will 
be issued pursuant to 43.21C RCW (State Environmental Policy Act).  A Mitigated Determination of Non-
Significance is expected to be issued using the Optional DNS Process under WAC 197-11-355.  This may be 
the only opportunity to comment on the environmental impacts of this proposal.  A copy of this subsequent 
threshold determination will be available to the public upon request.   
 
Required Permits: SEPA 
 
Designated Permit Coordinator (staff contact): Rachael Stevie (509) 962-7637; email at 
rachael.stevie.cd@co.kittitas.wa.us. 
 

https://www.co.kittitas.wa.us/cds/land-use/default.aspx
















From: Early, Shane (DNR)
To: Rachael Stevie (CD)
Cc: MAUNEY, MARTY (DNR); YOUNG, BRENDA (DNR); SMITH, LIZ (DNR); Warthen, Luke (DNR)
Subject: RE: SE-22-00057 Downs - Notice of Application
Date: Thursday, June 30, 2022 9:22:40 AM
Attachments: image001.png
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CAUTION: This email originated from outside the Kittitas County network. Do not click
links, open attachments, fulfill requests, or follow guidance unless you recognize the sender
and have verified the content is safe.

 

Good morning Rachel,
 
I was curious about this project but noted the hyperlink takes one to Misc SEPA SE-22-00015 (Thorp
Landing), but found the Downes file fairly easily at the following:
https://www.co.kittitas.wa.us/cds/land-use/project-details.aspx?
title=Miscellaneous%20SEPA%20Applications&project=SE-22-00057+Downs
 
However my main question is why the Downs project is undergoing SEPA – looking at the related
checklist, there is mention of needing a DNR Forest Practices Application (FPA, aka a “logging
permit”), but I repeatedly see mention of just cutting 40% of existing timber (targeting Douglas fir)
ostensibly for the purpose of general forest health and timber management.  Timber harvest as
described would only require a Class III FPA, which does not need to undergo the SEPA process.  If
the project proponent is planning to convert a portion of the forested property to non-forestry, then
that information is lacking on the checklist, and I would further note that the response to
Background question #7 (Do you have plans for future additions, expansions, or further activity
related to or connected with this proposal? If yes, explain) is “No, commercial thinning of timber”. 
 
If the project proponents are wanting to build houses (number unknown, location unknown) in the
relative near future, then they really need to make this clear on the SEPA checklist.  My
understanding is also that they would need to indicate basic information related to building houses,
such as the approximate location, how drinking water would be obtained (wells?), what the soils are
like for septic systems, how emergency services would have access, how wildfire
protection/prevention measures would be undertaken, and many similar details that would be
standard for any project that involves the development of houses.  If at some point in the future the
DNR were to receive a Class IV-General FPA from the project proponents (for partial or complete
conversion of the property from forest to non-forest) and receive some form of SEPA decision from
Kittitas County (i.e. a DNS or MDNS) relating to the information you received for analysis, we would
likely not be able to use the SEPA, as it does not describe in any way, shape or form the intent to do
anything except very standard timber harvest/commercial thinning.
 
Happy to discuss any questions, comments or concerns that you or others in Kittitas County
Community Development may have.

mailto:Shane.Early@dnr.wa.gov
mailto:rachael.stevie.cd@co.kittitas.wa.us
mailto:MARTIN.MAUNEY@dnr.wa.gov
mailto:brenda.young@dnr.wa.gov
mailto:Liz.Smith@dnr.wa.gov
mailto:Luke.Warthen@dnr.wa.gov
https://www.co.kittitas.wa.us/cds/land-use/project-details.aspx?title=Miscellaneous%20SEPA%20Applications&project=SE-22-00057+Downs
https://www.co.kittitas.wa.us/cds/land-use/project-details.aspx?title=Miscellaneous%20SEPA%20Applications&project=SE-22-00057+Downs










 
Best regards,
 
Shane Early
Forest Practices Coordinator
Southeast Region
Washington State Department of Natural Resources (DNR)
(  (509) 925-0948
*   shane.early@dnr.wa.gov
    www.dnr.wa.gov
Please consider whether you can save paper by not printing this message. 

 
 

From: Rachael Stevie (CD) <rachael.stevie.cd@co.kittitas.wa.us> 
Sent: Thursday, June 30, 2022 8:09 AM
To: Kim Dawson <kim.dawson@co.kittitas.wa.us>; George Long <long@kittcom.org>; Julie Kjorsvik
<julie.kjorsvik@co.kittitas.wa.us>; Toni Berkshire <toni.berkshire@co.kittitas.wa.us>; jesse.cox
<jesse.cox@co.kittitas.wa.us>; holly.erdman <holly.erdman@co.kittitas.wa.us>; Lisa Lawrence
<lisa.lawrence@co.kittitas.wa.us>; Patti Stacey <patti.stacey@co.kittitas.wa.us>; Candie Leader
<candie.leader@co.kittitas.wa.us>; Yakama Nation - Enviromental Review
<enviroreview@yakama.com>; Corrine Camuso <Corrine_Camuso@Yakama.com>; Jessica Lally
<Jessica_Lally@Yakama.com>; 'Noah Oliver' <Noah_oliver@yakama.com>;
casey_barney@yakama.com; kozj@yakamafish-nsn.gov; Jim Matthews <matj@yakamafish-
nsn.gov>; barh@yakamafish-nsn.gov; Clear, Gwen (ECY) <GCLE461@ECY.WA.GOV>; White, Lori
(ECY) <lowh461@ECY.WA.GOV>; ECY RE Former Orchards <formerorchards@ECY.WA.GOV>; Neet,
Wendy (ECY) <wnee461@ECY.WA.GOV>; Downes, Scott G (DFW) <Scott.Downes@dfw.wa.gov>;
Nelson, Jennifer L (DFW) <Jennifer.Nelson@dfw.wa.gov>; Torrey, Elizabeth M (DFW)
<Elizabeth.Torrey@dfw.wa.gov>; DAHP SEPA (DAHP) <sepa@dahp.wa.gov>; James E Brooks Library -
Jorgenja <jorgenja@cwu.edu>; James E Brooks Library - Nelmsk <nelmsk@cwu.edu>; Jeremy Larson
<jeremy.larson@co.kittitas.wa.us>; Steph Mifflin <stephanie.mifflin@co.kittitas.wa.us>; Mau, Russell
E (DOH) <Russell.Mau@DOH.WA.GOV>; DNR RE AQ LEASING RIVERS
<DNRREAQLEASINGRIVERS@dnr.wa.gov>; Early, Shane (DNR) <Shane.Early@dnr.wa.gov>; DNR RE
SEPACENTER <SEPACENTER@dnr.wa.gov>; Andrews, Garren (DNR) <Garren.Andrews@dnr.wa.gov>;
MAUNEY, MARTY (DNR) <MARTIN.MAUNEY@dnr.wa.gov>; Allison Kimball
(brooksideconsulting@gmail.com) <brooksideconsulting@gmail.com>; (tribune@nkctribune.com)
<tribune@nkctribune.com>; Terry Hamberg <terry@nkctribune.com>; Megan Woodruff
<mwoodruff@kvnews.com>; legals@kvnews.com; deborah.j.knaub@usace.army.mil; Hendrix, Leah
D <lhendrix@usbr.gov>; mark.a.gradwohl.civ@mail.mil; Kimberly.peacher@navy.mil;
robert.d.bright10.civ@army.mil; Haley Mercer <haley.mercer@co.kittitas.wa.us>; Christy Garcia
<christine.garcia@co.kittitas.wa.us>; sara@krdistrict.org; robertsb@cersd.org; CleElumPlanning
<planning@cleelum.gov>; townofsouthcleelum@gmail.com; office@kcfd7.com; 'Guy Moura (HSY)'

mailto:shane.early@dnr.wa.gov
http://www.dnr.wa.gov/


From: MAUNEY, MARTY (DNR)
To: Paul Graves
Cc: YOUNG, BRENDA (DNR); SMITH, LIZ (DNR); Warthen, Luke (DNR); Early, Shane (DNR); Rachael Stevie (CD);

MAUNEY, MARTY (DNR)
Subject: RE: SE-22-00057 Downs - Notice of Application
Date: Thursday, June 30, 2022 9:43:57 AM
Attachments: image002.png
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CAUTION: This email originated from outside the Kittitas County network. Do not click
links, open attachments, fulfill requests, or follow guidance unless you recognize the sender
and have verified the content is safe.

 

Good Thursday morning Paul, et al,
 
Shane, thank you for bringing this to my attention.  I have previously spoken to Paul Graves,
the consulting forester for the Downs’ project, and he explained to me that the Downs are
right now just wanting to thin the property, but may want to construct one or more homes on
the site, sometime in the future, and did not want to incur the County’s building moratorium
for a recent Class III FPA.  Hence the SEPA on what is otherwise a Class III FPA, as you noted.
 
Paul, as we discussed, earlier, you need to make sure that your SEPA discusses the future
potential building on the site, per Shane’s email below.  I don’t know how much information
Kittitas County will require, regarding building specifics (e.g.- septic areas, building footprints,
etc.), but that is something you need to discuss with the county (I cc’d Rachel Stevie in on this
email to help facilitate that). 
 
Please let me know if I can do anything to assist.
 
Have an excellent day,
 
 
Marty Mauney 
Forest Practices Forester 
Southeast Region 
Washington State Department of Natural Resources (DNR) 
(509) 925-0909 (office) 
(509) 856-7054 (cell) 
marty.mauney@dnr.wa.gov
 

From: Early, Shane (DNR) <Shane.Early@dnr.wa.gov> 
Sent: Thursday, June 30, 2022 9:23 AM
To: Rachael Stevie (CD) <rachael.stevie.cd@co.kittitas.wa.us>

mailto:MARTIN.MAUNEY@dnr.wa.gov
mailto:cascadeservices@comcast.net
mailto:brenda.young@dnr.wa.gov
mailto:Liz.Smith@dnr.wa.gov
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mailto:Shane.Early@dnr.wa.gov
mailto:rachael.stevie.cd@co.kittitas.wa.us
mailto:MARTIN.MAUNEY@dnr.wa.gov
mailto:marty.mauney@dnr.wa.gov










From: Toni Berkshire
To: Rachael Stevie (CD)
Subject: RE: SE-22-00057 Downs - Notice of Application
Date: Thursday, June 30, 2022 3:07:58 PM
Attachments: image002.png
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Hi Rachael,
No comment from Code Enforcement.  Thank you.
 
Regards,

Toni Berkshire, CCEO
Kittitas County Code Enforcement
Community Development Services
411 N Ruby Street, Suite 2
Ellensburg, WA 98926
(509) 962-7001
 

 
Please Note:  If this is a Public Records Request, please go to
https://www.co.kittitas.wa.us/request/default.aspx and fill out a request for public records through the
GovQA portal.
 
From: Rachael Stevie (CD) <rachael.stevie.cd@co.kittitas.wa.us> 
Sent: Thursday, June 30, 2022 8:09 AM
To: Kim Dawson <kim.dawson@co.kittitas.wa.us>; George Long <long@kittcom.org>; Julie Kjorsvik
<julie.kjorsvik@co.kittitas.wa.us>; Toni Berkshire <toni.berkshire@co.kittitas.wa.us>; Jesse Cox
<jesse.cox@co.kittitas.wa.us>; Holly Erdman <Holly.erdman@co.kittitas.wa.us>; Lisa Lawrence
<lisa.lawrence@co.kittitas.wa.us>; Patti Stacey <patti.stacey@co.kittitas.wa.us>; Candie Leader
<candie.leader@co.kittitas.wa.us>; Yakama Nation - Enviromental Review
<enviroreview@yakama.com>; Corrine Camuso <Corrine_Camuso@Yakama.com>; Jessica Lally
<Jessica_Lally@Yakama.com>; 'Noah Oliver' <Noah_oliver@yakama.com>;
casey_barney@yakama.com; kozj@yakamafish-nsn.gov; Jim Matthews <matj@yakamafish-
nsn.gov>; barh@yakamafish-nsn.gov; DOE - gcle <gcle461@ecy.wa.gov>; White, Lori (ECY)
<lowh461@ECY.WA.GOV>; formerorchards@ecy.wa.gov; wendy.neet@ecy.wa.gov; Downes, Scott G
(DFW) <Scott.Downes@dfw.wa.gov>; WDFW - Jennifer Nelson <jennifer.nelson@dfw.wa.gov>;
Torrey, Elizabeth M (DFW) <Elizabeth.Torrey@dfw.wa.gov>; sepa@dahp.wa.gov; James E Brooks
Library - Jorgenja <jorgenja@cwu.edu>; James E Brooks Library - Nelmsk <nelmsk@cwu.edu>;
Jeremy Larson <jeremy.larson@co.kittitas.wa.us>; Steph Mifflin
<stephanie.mifflin@co.kittitas.wa.us>; Mau, Russell E (DOH) <Russell.Mau@DOH.WA.GOV>;
rivers@dnr.wa.gov; Early, Shane (DNR) <Shane.Early@dnr.wa.gov>; sepacenter@dnr.wa.gov;

mailto:toni.berkshire@co.kittitas.wa.us
mailto:rachael.stevie.cd@co.kittitas.wa.us
https://www.co.kittitas.wa.us/request/default.aspx
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From: Brandon Ashley Gmail
To: Rachael Stevie (CD)
Subject: Downs & Mohar Farm Cluster Plat
Date: Monday, July 4, 2022 12:01:27 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside the Kittitas County network. Do not click links, open attachments,
fulfill requests, or follow guidance unless you recognize the sender and have verified the content is safe.

Hi Rachael,

Could I get more information on the Downs timber thinning planning? Is this the start of a neighborhood?
Also, is there information on the Mohar Farm Sub Plat? Our biggest concerns are what protections do we have for
ground water/well sources, added noise, and added traffic since we do have to use the county road for our farm to
get to our barn.

Thanks,
Brandon Ashley
770 Mohar Rd
Cle Elum, WA 98922
509-859-1101

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:brandon.ashley747@gmail.com
mailto:rachael.stevie.cd@co.kittitas.wa.us


From: Rachael Stevie (CD)
To: "Paul Graves"
Cc: Jeremy Johnston
Subject: RE: SEPA Update
Date: Thursday, July 7, 2022 12:40:00 PM
Attachments: image001.png

Thank you for this additional information, Mr. Graves.  This does change the scope of the project for
commenting purposes, so I will need to re-notice the application and re-start the comment period so
that the public has a full comment period with all of the information.  I will aim to get this noticed
again next week and the comment period will start over at that time.
 
Thank you,
 

  Planner I 
  Kittitas County 
  Community Development Services
  411 N. Ruby Street; Suite 2
  Ellensburg, WA 98926
  509-962-7637
  rachael.stevie.cd@co.kittitas.wa.us
 

From: Paul Graves <cascadeservices@comcast.net> 
Sent: Wednesday, July 6, 2022 5:07 PM
To: Rachael Stevie (CD) <rachael.stevie.cd@co.kittitas.wa.us>
Cc: Paul Graves <cascadeservices@comcast.net>
Subject: SEPA Update
 

CAUTION: This email originated from outside the Kittitas County network. Do not click links,
open attachments, fulfill requests, or follow guidance unless you recognize the sender and
have verified the content is safe.

 

Rachael,
 
Good afternoon.  I have attached the updated SEPA Checklist per our conversation this
morning.  By adding the text on Question 7, this SEPA review will serve the landowner at
least 10 years into the future if they decide to build a home on the property.
 
Thank you.
Paul
Cascade Resource Management, LLC
900 SE State Route 3
Shelton, WA. 98584

mailto:rachael.stevie.cd@co.kittitas.wa.us
mailto:cascadeservices@comcast.net
mailto:jeremy.johnston@co.kittitas.wa.us
mailto:rachael.stevie.cd@co.kittitas.wa.us






From: Downes, Scott G (DFW)
To: Rachael Stevie (CD)
Cc: Early, Shane (DNR); Torrey, Elizabeth M (DFW)
Subject: RE: SE-22-00057 Downs - Notice of Application WDFW Comments
Date: Friday, July 8, 2022 11:15:40 AM
Attachments: image001.png

CAUTION: This email originated from outside the Kittitas County network. Do not click
links, open attachments, fulfill requests, or follow guidance unless you recognize the sender
and have verified the content is safe.

 

Rachael,
Thank you for the chance to review. WDFW primary comments center around the issue of potential
home sites and lack of specifics. There is a potential drainage (currently modeled as a Type 9) and
some modeled steep slopes on the subject area. Without knowing where the potential home sites
are shown on a site map, it is not possible to evaluate this application for natural resources impacts.
I would request that either exact home site locations be provided and then allow time for comments
or that they resubmit their SEPA for the homesites once they have those details established. As to
the Forest Practice component, WDFW is part of the Forest Practice Review process with DNR and
will evaluate any habitat impacts for that component as part of the Forest Practice permit.
 
Thank you,
 
Scott
Scott Downes
Fish & Wildlife Habitat Biologist
Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife
Region 3 Habitat Program

1701 South 24th Ave
Yakima, WA  98902-5720
Scott.Downes@dfw.wa.gov
Cell-509-607-3578
 
 
 

From: Rachael Stevie (CD) <rachael.stevie.cd@co.kittitas.wa.us> 
Sent: Thursday, June 30, 2022 9:34 AM
To: Kim Dawson <kim.dawson@co.kittitas.wa.us>; George Long <long@kittcom.org>; Julie Kjorsvik
<julie.kjorsvik@co.kittitas.wa.us>; Toni Berkshire <toni.berkshire@co.kittitas.wa.us>; jesse.cox
<jesse.cox@co.kittitas.wa.us>; holly.erdman <holly.erdman@co.kittitas.wa.us>; Lisa Lawrence
<lisa.lawrence@co.kittitas.wa.us>; Patti Stacey <patti.stacey@co.kittitas.wa.us>; Candie Leader
<candie.leader@co.kittitas.wa.us>; Yakama Nation - Enviromental Review
<enviroreview@yakama.com>; Corrine Camuso <Corrine_Camuso@Yakama.com>; Jessica Lally

mailto:Scott.Downes@dfw.wa.gov
mailto:rachael.stevie.cd@co.kittitas.wa.us
mailto:Shane.Early@dnr.wa.gov
mailto:Elizabeth.Torrey@dfw.wa.gov
mailto:Scott.Downes@dfw.wa.gov






From: Paul Graves
To: Rachael Stevie (CD)
Cc: Paul Graves
Subject: RE: SE-22-00057 Downs - Notice of Application WDFW Comments
Date: Monday, July 11, 2022 8:44:15 AM
Attachments: 9F4EC0FBA7CD4494817E193950FDE692.png
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CAUTION: This email originated from outside the Kittitas County network. Do not click links, open
attachments, fulfill requests, or follow guidance unless you recognize the sender and have verified the content
is safe.

 

Rachael,
 
This is in part why we just wanted to do a Class IV General, the home site(s) have not been identified and to
go through this process and answer a wide range of questions about an undetermined project gets to be a bit
challenging.  You and I talked about this on the phone and you said if we didn’t ever build a home there it
would not make any difference, this SEPA would cover the requirements if needed in the future.  It seems
WDFW concerns would be addressed during the building permit process in the event there is a home ever
built there. 
 
I would like to move forward with this process if we can without just guessing where something may or may
not be in the future. This property has 90 acres of timber land and approximately 130 acres of agriculture
land.  Building sites, clearing permits, and building permits are very site specific and at that time we can
address any concerns, comments, and issues presented by the appropriate regulatory agencies.
 
Please let me know your thoughts and what is needed to move on.
 
Thank you.
 
Paul Graves
Cascade Resource Management, LLC
900 SE State Route 3
Shelton, WA. 98584
360-507-8628
 
Sent from Mail for Windows 10
 
From: Rachael Stevie (CD)
Sent: Friday, July 8, 2022 11:19 AM
To: Paul Graves
Subject: FW: SE-22-00057 Downs - Notice of Application WDFW Comments
 
Good morning!
 
WDFW sent more comments this morning asking that the potential home sites be shown on a site plan.  I will be
re-noticing the SEPA next Tuesday 7/12/22.  Would it be possible to get that to me by then?
 
Thank you!
 

  Planner I 

mailto:cascadeservices@comcast.net
mailto:rachael.stevie.cd@co.kittitas.wa.us
mailto:cascadeservices@comcast.net
https://go.microsoft.com/fwlink/?LinkId=550986
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From: Downes, Scott G (DFW)
To: Rachael Stevie (CD)
Cc: Early, Shane (DNR); Torrey, Elizabeth M (DFW); Paul Graves; Jeremy Johnston
Subject: RE: SE-22-00057 Downs - Notice of Application WDFW Comments
Date: Monday, July 11, 2022 9:04:54 AM
Attachments: image001.png

CAUTION: This email originated from outside the Kittitas County network. Do not click
links, open attachments, fulfill requests, or follow guidance unless you recognize the sender
and have verified the content is safe.

 

Rachael,
In my opinion it would seem that this SEPA would be put on hold and if they need/want to do a
building footprint in the future then run SEPA on that then. They don’t need SEPA for regular Forest
Practice thinning as stated by DNR and its impossible to comment on future building locations in a
SEPA if their location isn’t identified. If its not being put on hold, I would request to have the building
site portion removed as that should go through a future SEPA once those details are known.
 
Scott
Scott Downes
Fish & Wildlife Habitat Biologist
Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife
Region 3 Habitat Program

1701 South 24th Ave
Yakima, WA  98902-5720
Scott.Downes@dfw.wa.gov
Cell-509-607-3578
 

From: Rachael Stevie (CD) <rachael.stevie.cd@co.kittitas.wa.us> 
Sent: Monday, July 11, 2022 8:51 AM
To: Downes, Scott G (DFW) <Scott.Downes@dfw.wa.gov>
Cc: Early, Shane (DNR) <Shane.Early@dnr.wa.gov>; Torrey, Elizabeth M (DFW)
<Elizabeth.Torrey@dfw.wa.gov>; Paul Graves <cascadeservices@comcast.net>; Jeremy Johnston
<jeremy.johnston@co.kittitas.wa.us>
Subject: RE: SE-22-00057 Downs - Notice of Application WDFW Comments
 

External Email

Good morning Scott,
 
The applicant does not have an idea where homes could be constructed in the future.  They are not
even sure that they will build any residences.  We are going to leave this SEPA application as-is,

mailto:Scott.Downes@dfw.wa.gov
mailto:rachael.stevie.cd@co.kittitas.wa.us
mailto:Shane.Early@dnr.wa.gov
mailto:Elizabeth.Torrey@dfw.wa.gov
mailto:cascadeservices@comcast.net
mailto:jeremy.johnston@co.kittitas.wa.us
mailto:Scott.Downes@dfw.wa.gov






addressing the timber clearing only.  Down the road, if the applicants decide to build a residence (or
more), they will go through the appropriate permitting processes at that time.
 
Let me know if that works for you or if you need any more information to comment on the project.
 
Thank you,
 

  Planner I 
  Kittitas County 
  Community Development Services
  411 N. Ruby Street; Suite 2
  Ellensburg, WA 98926
  509-962-7637
  rachael.stevie.cd@co.kittitas.wa.us
 

From: Downes, Scott G (DFW) <Scott.Downes@dfw.wa.gov> 
Sent: Friday, July 8, 2022 11:16 AM
To: Rachael Stevie (CD) <rachael.stevie.cd@co.kittitas.wa.us>
Cc: Early, Shane (DNR) <Shane.Early@dnr.wa.gov>; Torrey, Elizabeth M (DFW)
<Elizabeth.Torrey@dfw.wa.gov>
Subject: RE: SE-22-00057 Downs - Notice of Application WDFW Comments
 

CAUTION: This email originated from outside the Kittitas County network. Do not click links,
open attachments, fulfill requests, or follow guidance unless you recognize the sender and
have verified the content is safe.

 

Rachael,
Thank you for the chance to review. WDFW primary comments center around the issue of potential
home sites and lack of specifics. There is a potential drainage (currently modeled as a Type 9) and
some modeled steep slopes on the subject area. Without knowing where the potential home sites
are shown on a site map, it is not possible to evaluate this application for natural resources impacts.
I would request that either exact home site locations be provided and then allow time for comments
or that they resubmit their SEPA for the homesites once they have those details established. As to
the Forest Practice component, WDFW is part of the Forest Practice Review process with DNR and
will evaluate any habitat impacts for that component as part of the Forest Practice permit.
 
Thank you,
 
Scott
Scott Downes
Fish & Wildlife Habitat Biologist
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From: Rachael Stevie (CD)
To: "Paul Graves"
Cc: Early, Shane (DNR); "MAUNEY, MARTY (DNR)"; "Downes, Scott G (DFW)"; Jeremy Johnston
Subject: SE-22-00057 Downs - Returning SEPA Checklist & Refunding Fee
Date: Monday, July 11, 2022 3:28:00 PM
Attachments: image001.png

Good afternoon Mr. Graves,
 
After a discussion with Mr. Early from the Department of Natural Resources, it has been determined
that your current project of 40% thinning of timber only requires a Class III Forest Practices
application which does not require a SEPA review.  If, at any point in the future, your clients decide
to convert a portion of the land to a residential use, at that point they will need to apply for a Class
IV Forest Practices application which will require a SEPA review.  There would be no six year
waiting period or building moratorium as long as all required permits are properly obtained.  Mr.
Early said he would be happy to discuss this with you further.
 
Any refunds need to be authorized by the CDS Director, who is out of the office today.  Since a SEPA
review is not required for Class III FPA, which your project requires, CDS staff has determined the
best course of action is to return your SEPA checklist and refund the associated fee as long as it is
approved by the Director.
 
I will reach out to you directly to advise whether or not the Director authorizes the refund upon his
return.  Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have further questions.
 
Thank you,
 

  Planner I 
  Kittitas County 
  Community Development Services
  411 N. Ruby Street; Suite 2
  Ellensburg, WA 98926
  509-962-7637
  rachael.stevie.cd@co.kittitas.wa.us
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From: Deb Busick
To: Rachael Stevie (CD)
Cc: Deb Busick
Subject: Downs (SE-22-00057)
Date: Tuesday, July 12, 2022 11:07:49 AM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside the Kittitas County network. Do not click links, open attachments,
fulfill requests, or follow guidance unless you recognize the sender and have verified the content is safe.

Hello Rachael. I’m writing regarding the so-called thinning of some magnificent Douglas fir and other tree species.
Why? For development purposes? Do these (new) people know this is a migratory corridor for elk? I’ve only lived
here for 22 years but the flora and fauna have been here forever and we humans continue to encroach on their
habitat.
My husband and I are against this proposed action.
Please keep us apprised of this situation and feel free to call or write if you have any questions.
Thank you.

Sincerely,
Debra and Steve Busick
1560 Upper Peoh Point Rd
Cle Elum
509 260-1231
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From: Jeremy Downs
To: Rachael Stevie (CD)
Subject: SE-22-00057 Downs
Date: Tuesday, July 12, 2022 2:38:33 PM
Attachments: image001.png
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CAUTION: This email originated from outside the Kittitas County network. Do not click
links, open attachments, fulfill requests, or follow guidance unless you recognize the sender
and have verified the content is safe.

 

Rachael,
 
It was really nice to talk to you just now.  I feel a lot more comfortable about not having the risk of a
moratorium being placed on the property if we thin via Class III instead of Class IV.  As discussed,
please forward the correspondence from DNR and WDFW and add me to the communication loop
moving forward.
 
Also, as discussed, please do not hesitate to call me if you have any questions with the pole barn
application that will be coming in soon or with any other submittals we may come up with later as
we sort out how to best manage the farm.
 
Thanks!
 
 

Jeremy Downs
Principal

Soundview Consultants LLC
a: 2907 Harborview Drive, Suite D, Gig Harbor, WA 98335
a: 300 South 1st Street, Suite 206, Mount Vernon, WA 98273
e: jeremy@soundviewconsultants.com
w: soundviewconsultants.com
p: 253.514.8952 ext. 006
 

   

 
 

mailto:jeremy@soundviewconsultants.com
mailto:rachael.stevie.cd@co.kittitas.wa.us
http://soundviewconsultants.com/
mailto:jeremy@soundviewconsultants.com
http://soundviewconsultants.com/
https://www.facebook.com/SoundviewConsultants
https://www.linkedin.com/company/soundview-consultants-llc














From: Rachael Stevie (CD)
To: "jeremy@soundviewconsultants.com"
Subject: FW: SE-22-00057 Downs - Returning SEPA Checklist & Refunding Fee
Date: Tuesday, July 12, 2022 2:40:00 PM
Attachments: image001.png

Good afternoon Mr. Downs,
 
I received your email, thank you!  Per our phone conversation, please see below correspondence that
I sent to Paul Graves yesterday.  I have not had your email address until now.
 
Shane Early at DNR is a great source of FPA knowledge here in the Ellensburg Office.  He is familiar
with your project and you can reach him at 509-925-0948.
 
Also, as we talked about, following this email I am going to forward you all previous email
correspondence regarding this project.
 
Thank you so much and have a great rest of your day.
 

  Planner I 
  Kittitas County 
  Community Development Services
  411 N. Ruby Street; Suite 2
  Ellensburg, WA 98926
  509-962-7637
  rachael.stevie.cd@co.kittitas.wa.us
 

From: Rachael Stevie (CD) 
Sent: Monday, July 11, 2022 3:28 PM
To: 'Paul Graves' <cascadeservices@comcast.net>
Cc: Early, Shane (DNR) <Shane.Early@dnr.wa.gov>; 'MAUNEY, MARTY (DNR)'
<MARTIN.MAUNEY@dnr.wa.gov>; 'Downes, Scott G (DFW)' <Scott.Downes@dfw.wa.gov>; Jeremy
Johnston <jeremy.johnston@co.kittitas.wa.us>
Subject: SE-22-00057 Downs - Returning SEPA Checklist & Refunding Fee
 
Good afternoon Mr. Graves,
 
After a discussion with Mr. Early from the Department of Natural Resources, it has been determined
that your current project of 40% thinning of timber only requires a Class III Forest Practices
application which does not require a SEPA review.  If, at any point in the future, your clients decide
to convert a portion of the land to a residential use, at that point they will need to apply for a Class
IV Forest Practices application which will require a SEPA review.  There would be no six year
waiting period or building moratorium as long as all required permits are properly obtained.  Mr.
Early said he would be happy to discuss this with you further.
 
Any refunds need to be authorized by the CDS Director, who is out of the office today.  Since a SEPA
review is not required for Class III FPA, which your project requires, CDS staff has determined the
best course of action is to return your SEPA checklist and refund the associated fee as long as it is
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